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JIMMY: Who-who-who? Who’s this? Who’s this? - WEN: Could anybody tell me is thi .
auGH: Silentium! (Pause.) Who is she talking abourt? O’Donnell holds his he amn-mnbowwgun Hugh Mor
MAIRE: I'm talking about Daniel O’Connell. s 0ALTY: I’s Owen— Owen Hugh! H.omw . .
HUGH: Does she mean that little Kerry politician? - Hugh! ‘ - > boys—-ir’s Owen
MAIRE: I’m talking about the Liberator, Master, as you well (OWEN enters. As ke crosses the

know. And what he said was this: “The old language. word for each person.) 865 the 100m he touches and has a

_barrier to modern progress.” He said that Jast moonth. Al WEN: Doalty! (Playful punch.) H
He's right-Tdan’t want Greek. I don’t want Latin. Ly agis? Are you well? punch.) How are you, boy? Facobe, quid
English. . MMY: Fine. Fine.
(MANUS reappears on the platform above.) WEN: And Bridget! Give us a kiss. Aaaaaah!
1 want to be able to speak English because I'm going t IDGET: You’re welcome, Owen . .
America as soon as the harvest’s all saved. S WEN: It’s not—2 Yes. it wu Maire )
.. . . L - : > C |
(MAIRE remains standing. BUGH puts kis hand inio his po woran! € Chatach! God! A young
and produces a flask of whiskey. He removes the cap, pour, IRE: How are you, Owen?
drink into i1, tosses it back, replaces the cap, puts the flask bac) ~ (OWEN is now in fromt of 1 )
. - > UGH. H. .
into his pocket. Then:—) . FATHER'S shoulders.) / ¢ puts his two hands on his
HUGH: Wehave beendiverted—diverto—divertere—Where wer EN: And how’s the old man himself?
poaLTY: Three items of information, Master. You're:at. [UGH: Fair- fair. ’
ruGH: Indeed—Itemn B—Item B-yes—On my way to the: 'EN: Fair? For God’s sake y
L o
christening this morning I chanced to meet Mr Georg, here to me. you never looked better! Come
Alexander, Justice of the Peace. We discussed the ne (He embraces HUGH warm] . :
national school. Mr Alexander invited me to take chiar Father. Great to be back Y and mm::ﬁm@.v Gireat to see you,
it when it opens. I thanked him and explained tha could - (HUGH’s eyes are moist— .E.a. . i
do that only if I were free to run it as I have run this GH: I-IPm~I’m-pay boﬂﬂmﬂ mmw Mw artly the drink.) f
hedge-school for the past thirty-five years~filling wha EN: Come on-come on—come on— (He gi .
friend Euripides calls the ‘aplestos ?.hg%iumgnwm - handkerchief.) Do you know what you NWMmHm HUGH his
JiMMY: “The cask that cannot be filled’. : -tonight? We are going 1o go up to Anna HMWn going to do
HUGH: Indeed~and Mr Alexander retorted courteously.an LTY: Not there, Owen. nambreag’s . . .
emphatically that he hopes that is how it will be run EN: Why not?
(MAIRE now sils.) : & LTY: Her poteen’s worse than ever .
Indeed. I have had a strenuous day and I am weary 0 URIDGET: They say she puts frogs in :m
all. (He rises.) Manus will take care of you. : VEN: All the berter. (7% HUGH) And .<o= dl .
(HUGH goes towards the steps. OWEN enters. OWEN s get footless drunk. Thart’s arranged and L are going to
younger son, a handsome, attractive young man in his (OWEN sees MANUS comti S
He is dressed smartly—a city man. His manner is easy. bread. They meet at the voﬂwa mecx the sieps with tea and soda
_charming: everything he does is invesied with considera i And Manus! )
enthusiasm. He now stands framed in the doorway; @ & Us$: You're welcome, Owen o o
bag across ma shoulder.) o = EN: I know I am. And it’s great to be here. (Ho E._..E _..05&, :
. - >
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JIMMY: Who-who-who? Who’s this? Who's this? -.-.;
HUGH: Silentium! (Pause.) Who is she talking about?
MAIRE: I’m talking about Daniel (’Connell. i
HUGH: Does she mean that little Kerry politician?. -
MAIRE: P’m ralking about the Liberator, Master, as y
know. And what he said was this: “The old languag
. barrier to modern progress.” He said that last mon
he’s right-I'don’t want Greek. I don’t want Latin
English.
{MANUS reappears on the platform above.) :
I want 1o be able to speak English because I’'m goiiig
America as soon as the harvest’s all saved. :
(MAIRE remains standing. HUGH puls his hand inzo:his
and produces a flask of whiskey. He removes the capy.p
drink mito it, tosses i back, replaces the cap, purs the
into his pocket. Then:-) :
HUGH: Wehavebeen diverted—dtverto~divertere—Whe
DOALTY: Three items of information, Master. You’re
HUGH: Indeed —Item B~—Item B—yes—On my way 1o th:
-christening this morning I chanced to meet Mr George
Alexander, Justice of the Peace. We discussed.the niew:
national school. Mr Alexander invited me to tak
it when it opens. I thanked him and explained-th:
do that only if I were free to run it as I have fun.th
hedge-school for the past thirty-five years--filling.y
friend Euripides calls the ‘aplestos pithos’ — James?
TIMMY: “The cask that cannot be filled’. s
HUGH: Indeed—and Mr Alexander retorted courteously
emphatically that he hopes that is how it will be.run
{MAIRE now sis.) : .
Indeed. I have had a strenuous day and I am weary
all. (He rises.) Manus will take care of you.
(HUGH goes 1owards the steps. OWEN enters. OWEN
younger son, a handsome, atlractive young man in his:t
He is dressed smartly —a city man. His manner is e
charming: everything he does is invested with consider
enthusiasm. He now stands framed in the doorway;:a
bag across his shoulder.) T
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OWEN: Could anybody tell me is this where Hugh Mor
schooi?

(OWEN enters. As ke crosses the room ke rouches and has a
word for each person.)

IWEN: Doalty! (Playful punch.) How are vou boy? :
agis? Are you well? Yo% Doy Jacobe, quid
IMMY: Fine. Fine,
EN: And Bridget! Give us a kiss, Aaaazah!
DGET: You’re welcome, Owen.

EN: It’s not—? Yes, it is Maire Chatach! God! A youn
wormman! ¢

.p:m,m” How are you, Qwen?
OWEN 15 now in front of 1 . ; 1
el .ﬂwe&%ﬂ.v f RUGH. He puis his 10 hands on his
N: And how’s the old man himself?
GH: Fair—fair,
EN: Fair? For God’
here to me.
(He embraces HUGH warm,
- Father. Great to be back.
- (HUGH’s eyes are moist—partly oy, partly the drink.)
GH: I-I’m~I’m-~pay no attention 0~ (
WEN: Come on— come on—come on-(He gives HUGH his
ma:.%méﬁ.&mu Do you know whar you and I are going to do
-tonight? We are going to £0 up to Anna na mBreag’s
0ALTY: Not there, Owen.
EN: Why nor?
LTY: Her poteen’s worse than ever.
IDGET: They say she puts frogs in it!
WEN: All the better. (To HUGH) And you and I are going to
get footless drunk. Thar’s arranged. ®

(OWEN sees MANUS coming d [

g down the steps with tea and sod,
bread. They meer ar the bottom.) ‘
And Manus!

NUS: You’re welcome, Owen.
WEN: I know I am. And it’s great 1o be here. (He turns round
td

s sake you never looked better! Come

b and genuinely.) Great to see you

3
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arms outstretched.) 1 can’t believe it. I come back after
years and everything’s just as it was! Nothing’s chang
Not a thing! (Sriffs.) Even that smell —that’s the:
this place always had. What is it anyway? Is it the's
DOALTY: Jimmy Jack’s feet. o
(General laughter. It opens liztle pockets of conversat
the room.) .
oweN: And Doalty Dan Doalty hasn’t changed ¢ither
DOALTY: Bloody right, Owen. .
OWEN: Jimmy, are you well?
JiMMY: Dodging about.
owEN: Any word of the big day?
(This is greeted with ‘ohs’ and ‘ahs’.) -
Time enough, Jimmy. Homer’s easier to live with
MAIRE: We heard stories that you own ten big shops it
Dublin—is it true? . o
oweN: Only nine. ) ;
ERIDGET: And you've twelve horses and six servants.
owWEN: Yes—that’s true: God Almighty, would you'lis
them — taking a hand at me! :
MANUS: When did you arrive?
OWEN: We left Dublin yesterday morning, spent last 1l
Omagh and got here half an hour ago.
MANUS: You’re hungry then.

(OWEN begins 1o play this ]

( " game— his father's game —partly 1o
inpolve mE n&hﬂwos audience, partly to show he m&ﬂ& g

© forgotten i1, and indeed partly because he enjoys it.)

MMY: A maker of maps. : .

WEN: Hu.aona. —and E.n younger man that I travelled with from
Dublin, his name is Lieutenant Yolland and he is attached

to the toponymic department - Father?
) - er?—responde— !
BUGH: He gives names to places. ? responde:

WEN: Indeed —although he is in fact an o
Doalty? 100 slow— Magus?
NUS: The correct spellin ”
WEN: Tndeed-indecdt 0 RS |
W OWEN leughs Emm claps his hands. Some of the others Joinin.)
| eauriful! wﬂﬁﬁuﬁ_ Honest to God, it’s such a delight to .
be back here with you all again - ‘civilized’ people
Anyhow —may I bring them in3 P
UGH: Your friends are our friends.
mZum T’Il be straight back. ,
M ! MMN MM MMMWN talk as OWEN goes towards the door. He stops
WEN: That’s a new face. Who are you?
(A very brief hesization. Then:—)
\RAH: My name is Sarah,
WEN: Sarah who? A

rthographer -

HUGH: Indeed —get him food—get him a drink. {4RAH: Sarah Johnny Sally. . T
owEN: Not now, thanks; later. Listen—am I interruptin WEN: Of course! From Bun na hAbhann! 'm Owen -0

N . Hugh Mor. From Baile Beag. Good Ho. see you e
HUGH: By no means. We’re finished for the day. (During this OWEN-sARAH exchange.) .
oWEN: Wonderful. I’ll tell you why. Two friends of JGH: Come on now. Let’s tidy this place up. (He rubs the top>

waiting outside the door. They’d like to meet yo
like you to meet them. May I bring them in? - ::
HUGH: Certainly. You’'ll all eat and have . . . ‘
owEN: Not just yet, Father. You’ve seen the sapper: W
in this area for the past formight, haven’t yvouz Wi
older man is Captain Lancey . . . EN: One small thing, Farher.
HUGH: I’ve met Captain Lancey. B GH: Stlentium!
OWEN: Great. He’s the cartographer in charge of this-w EN: I’'m on their pay-roll, _
area. Cartographer— James? RAH, ve o

%EE&.&. .
off the DOMH,.WN his slecoe.) Move, Doalty - lift ﬁ.womn books

ALTY: Right, Master: i ;T i
N ght, Master; nnw_..m._awu Master; I'm doing my best,

(OWEN stops ar the door.)

sa ry elated s besi
(SARAH, very elated iz her success, is beside MANUS.)
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saRAH: I said it, Manus! - -
(MANUS ignores SARAH. He is much more intereste.
now.)

MANUS: You haven’t enlisted, have you?!
(SARAH moves away.) :

OWEN: Me a soldier? 'm employed as a part-time, underpa

civilian interpreter. My job is to translate the quaint
archaic tongue you people persist in speaking
King’s good English.

(He goes out.)

HUGH: Move—move~move! Put some order on things
Come on, Sarah—hide that bucket. Whose are these
slates? Somebody take these dishes away. Festinate

. Festinate! Al
(MANUS goes to MAIRE who 15 busy tidying.)

MANUS: You didn’t tell me you were definitely leaving

MATRE: Not now. ,

HUGH: Good girl, Bridget. That’s the style.

MANUS: You might at least have told me.

HUGH: Are these your books, James?

JiMmy: Thank you. ,

MANUS: Fine! Fine! Go ahead! Go ahead! :

MAIRE: You talk to me about getting married — with-nei
roof over your head nor a sod of ground under your
suggest you go for the new school; but no~ ‘My fatlie
for that.” Well now he’s got it and now this is finish
now you’ve nothing. T

maNUs: Ican always . ..

MAIRE: What? Teach classics to the cows? Agh~
( MAIRE moves away from MANUS. OWEN enlers with
LANCEY and YOLLAND. CAPTAIN LANCEY is middle-
a small, crisp officer, expert in his field as cartograp.
uneasy with people—especially civilians, especially the:
civilians. His skill is with deeds, not words. LIEUTEN
YOLLAND is in his late twentiesiearly thirties. He is:tall
thin and gangling, blond hair, a shy, awkward manner,
soldier by accident.)

owEN: Here we are. Captain Lancey —my father.-
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(HUGH becomes expansive &3.9,.“ itk his ol
3 courtly, with his visi
HUGH: You and I have already mer, sir. i)
LANCEY: Yes, :
OWEN: And Lieutenant Yolland —both R i
. - oyal
o an Roy Engineers
UGH: You’re very welcome, gentlemen.
‘OLLAND: How do you do.
UGH: Gaudeo vos hic adesse. :
WEN: And I'll make no other introductions except that these
are wan of the people of Baile Beag and — what? - well
you're among the best people in Ireland now. (He pauses 0
allow LANCEY 10 speak. LANCEY does not.) Would vou like
to say a few words, Captain?
UGH: What about a drop, sir?
ANCEY: A whart?
UGH: Perhaps a modest refreshment? A [ i
: : ttle
s sampling of our
LANCEY: No, no.
HUGH: Later perhaps when —
gZomﬁ. I’ll say what I have to say, if I may, and as briefly as
possible. Do they speak any English, Roland?
WEN: Don’t worry. I’ll translate. :
ANCEY: I see. Q.m e clears his throar. He speaks as if he were
m&m.m:m children—a shade too loudly GHd énunciating
mx..n&aam”@u You may have seen me —seen me —-working in
Ehw section—section? - working. We are here—here—in this
place—you understand? -1 ,
place o make a map—a map-a map
IMMY: Nonne Latine loguitur?
(HUGH holds up a restraining hand.)
HUGH: James.
LANCEY: (To YIMMY) I do not speak Gaelic, sir.
(He looks at OWEN.)
EN: Carry on.

NCEY: A map w.m a representation on paper —a picture ~you
EEQ.mSH.E ?Q..E.mw —a paper picture—showing,
representing this country —yes? - showing your country in
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UGH: A worthy enterprise — opus hone !
(Suddenly DOALTY sniggers. Then BRIDGET: Then ANCEY: ‘Ireland is nmmﬂnm&wZo m:nwﬁﬂ.cmwwnm_mmuwﬂbmﬂ B
OWEN leaps in quickly.) o undertaken in England. So this survey cannot _uzﬂm_ua
oWEN: It might be better if you assume they understand:yo - received as proof of the disposition of this government t
LANCEY: Yes? o advance the interests of Ireland.” My sentiments, too °
owEN: And I'll translate as you go along. WEN: This survey demonstrates the government’s mwﬁonmmﬂ i
LANCEY: I see. Yes. Very well. Perhaps you’re right.:W. , Ireland and the captain thanks you for listening so ®
What we are doing is this. (He looks at OWEN.. OW . © attendvely to him. ®
reassuringly.) His Majesty’s government has ordere HUGH: Our pleasure, Captain.
ever comprehensive survey of this entire country: ANCEY: Lieutenant Yolland?
triangulation which will embrace detailed hydrograp YOLLAND: I-I-T’ve nothing to say —really —
topographic information and which will be executed OWEN: The captain is the man who actually makes the new
scale of six inches to the English mile. map. George’s task is to see that the place-names on this
HUGH: (Pouring a drink) Excellent—excellent. map are . . . correct. (To YOLLAND.) Just a few
(LANCEY looks at OWEN.) words—they’d like to hear you. (To class.) Don’t yo
- OWEN: A new map is being made of the whole country; to hear George, too? . youwant.
(LANCEY looks to OWEN: Is that all?. OWEN smiles: MAIRE: Has he anything to say?
reassuringly and indicates to proceed.) : fOLLAND: (To MAIRE) Sorry—sorry?
LANCEY: This enormous task has been embarked on:so OWEN: She says she’s dying to hear you.
military authorities will be equipped with up-to-date an LLAND: (To MAIRE) Very kind of you~thank you . . . (T
accurate information on every corner of this part:of th class) I can only say that I feel I feel very foolish tomto °

e R

miniature —a scaled-drawing on paper of —of ~of =

?

Empire. . to be working here and not to speak ut
owEN: The job is being done by soldiers because the: intend to rectify ﬁwmﬂlfmmwwnw_mﬂ%m WMMIF_MWMMMM W !
skilled in this work. )WEN: He wants me to teach him Irish! o

UGH: You are doubly welcome, sir. .
OLLAND: I think your countryside is—is—is—is very beautiful
Tve mm__ﬂm in love with it already. I hope we’re not too—too
crude an intrusion on your lives. And I know that I'm goin,

to be happy, very happy, here. ®

LANCEY: And also so that the entire basis of land valuatio
be reassessed for purposes of more equitable taxation
owEN: This new map will take the place of the estate agent!
map so that from now on you will know exactly whs
yours in Jaw. ,
LANCEY: In conclusion I wish to quote two brief extracts fr
the white paper which is our governing charter: (R
‘All former surveys of Ireland originated in forfeitur
violent transfer of property; the present survey ha
object the relief which can be afforded to the proprieto
and occupiers of Jand from unequal taxation.’
OWEN: The captain hopes that the public will cooperate
the sappers and that the new map will mean that Tax¢
Homﬁnnn_. Sl

x*

wEsﬁ He loves—
WEN: All right, Jimmy - we know - he loves Bai H

he loves you all. * el Beags and
[UGH: Please . . . May L. . .2
. (HUGH is now drunk. He holds on to th
‘ : . ¢ edge of the table.)
ﬁmz.. Go ahead, Father. (Hands up for quier.) Please—please.
UGH: .Pu.a we, mnbanupabu we in turn are happy to offer you
our friendship, our hospitality, and every assistance that
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you may require. Gentlemen - welcome! :
(A few desuliory claps. The formalities are over, Gener,
conversation. The soldiers meet the locals. MANUS and:QWE
meet down stage.) -
OWEN: Lancey’s a bloody ramrod bur George’s all right: Hi
are you anyway?
MANUS: What sort of a translation was that, Owen? -
OwEN: Did I'make a mess of it? o
MaNUS: You weren’t saying what Lancey was saying!
OWEN: ‘Uncertainty in meaning is incipient poetry’—who:
that? .
MaNUs: There was nothing uncertain about what Lancey sai
iU’s a bloody military operation, Owen! And what’s .
Yolland’s function? What's ‘incorrect’ about the
place-names we have here? .
OWEN: Nothing at all. They’ré just going to be standardizé
MANUS: You mean changed into English? ;
OWEN: Where there’s ambiguity, they’ll be Anglicized :
MaNUSs: And they call you Roland! They both call you-Roland!
OWEN: Shhhhh. Isn’t it ridiculous? They seemed to get1t:wro
from the very beginning~ or else they can’t pronousice
Owen. I was afraid some of you bastards would laug
MANUS: Aren’t you going 1o tell them? o
OWEN: Yes - yes—~soomn—soon.
MANUS: But they . .. .
OWEN: Easy, man, easy. Owen— Roland -~ what the hell.:]
only a name. It’s the same me, isn’t it? Well, isn’tit?
MANUS: Indeed it is. It’s the same Owen. .
OWEN: And the same Manus. And in a way we complemen
each other. (He punches MANUS lightly, playfully and
join the others. As he goes.) All right—who has met wh
Isn’t this a job for the go-between? o
(MANUS watches OWEN mowe confidently actoss the-floor
taking MAIRE by the hand and introducing her 1o YOLLA
HUGH is trying to negotiate the steps. JIMMY 15 lost.in’
DOALTY and BRIDGET are reliving their gigglhing. sA)
staring at MANUS.)

he sappers have already mapped most of the area. YOLLAND's
fficial task, which OWEN is now doing, is to take each of the Gaelic
names~every hill, stream, rock, even every paick of ground which
ssessed its own distinctive Irish name—and Anglicize i1, either by
hanging it into its approximare English sound or by translating ir
mio English words. For example, a Gaelic name like Cnoc Ban
could become Knockban or— directly translated — F air Hill. These
standardized names were entered into the N ame-Book, and
when the new maps appeared they contained all these new Anglicized
names. OWEN’s official function as translator is 1o pronounce each
name in Irish and then provide the English translation.
The hot weather continues. It is late afternoon some days later.
Stage right: an improvised clothes-line strung between the shafis of
the cart and a nail in the wall; on it are some shirts and socks.
A large map—one of the new blank maps—is spread our on the
loor. OWEN 15 on his hands and knees, consulting it. He is totally
mgrossed in his task which he pursues with great energy and
efficiency.
YOLLAND's hesitancy has vanished— he is at home here now. He
sitting ont the floor, his long legs stretched out before him, his back
esting against a creel, his eyes closed. His mind is elsewhere. One of
1he reference books—a church registry lies open on his lap.
Around them are various reference books, the N ame-Book, a bottle
poteen, some cups, etc.
OWEN completes an entry in the Name-Book and returns to the
ap on the floor.

WEN: Now. Where have we got to? Yes—the point where that
Stream enters the sea— that tiny little beach there, George!

OLLAND: Yes. I'm listening. What do you call it? Say the Irish
name again?




